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IT Career Awareness Program Receives $10,000 Grant
The Information Technology Council of North Dakota’s (ITCND) IT Career Awareness Program has received a $10,000 North Dakota Career Exploration Grant from the North Dakota Department of Career and Technical Education (ND CTE). 
The grant program is designed to help education agencies increase career development and career decision-making skills among North Dakota students. ITCND will partner with Bismarck Public Schools (BPS) for grant implementation.
The IT Career Awareness Program seeks to inform students, parents and educators of information technology (IT) career opportunities in North Dakota; to encourage students to enroll in IT-related classes and program degrees at the secondary and post-secondary education levels; and to develop a world-class IT workforce for the future.

“The grant will help us make known the many high-demand, high-wage IT jobs in North Dakota,” says Gary Inman, ITCND president and Microsoft Fargo IT director. “This is a great opportunity to bridge the gap between education and industry and to get students thinking about IT careers prior to making their post-secondary education decisions. The program will not only benefit students but also have a tremendous impact on private and public sector entities striving to meet rapidly increasing IT workforce needs.”

In the months ahead, ITCND will work to secure additional funding for the IT Career Awareness Program and then to secure a presentation administrator. This person will deliver key messages statewide to students, parents and educators. The messages will be largely determined from an IT workforce needs assessment and from program partner input. Implementation is tentatively scheduled for September 2008.

Program partners to date include ITCND, BPS, ND CTE, National Information Solutions Cooperative, MDU Resources Group, Basin Electric Cooperative, Microsoft Fargo, Dakota Carrier Network, North Dakota Department of Commerce and Bank of North Dakota.
For more information, contact Deana Wiese, ITCND executive director, at (701) 355-4458 or office@itcnd.org.
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