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NORTH DAKOTA IT LEADERS RECOGNIZED
Bismarck, N.D. – The Information Technology Council of North Dakota (ITCND) recognized three of North Dakota’s IT leaders for outstanding achievements at the seventh annual Information Technology (IT) Awards Program at the Great Plains Technology Conference on Oct. 9 in Fargo.
“North Dakota possesses a large pool of highly-qualified and innovative IT businesses leaders, both individuals and business, that deserve recognition for their achievements,” says U.S. Senator Byron Dorgan. 
U.S. Senator Byron Dorgan, ITCND President Gary Inman and ITCND member Ben Klipfel presented awards in three categories to the following recipients:
· Laducer & Associates, Inc., Mandan, received the “Outstanding Achievement in Business” award.  Laducer was honored for its outstanding achievements in providing IT solutions on the local, state and national level. Since it was established in 1985, Laducer has grown from three to more than 300 employees. Laducer has assisted minority-owned-businesses in securing more than 2,000 jobs, preparing more than $450 million in financial packaging and securing more than $600 million in contract procurement. It also continues to provide computerized information management services for numerous private and public entities at the state and national level. 
· Verety LLC, Grand Forks, Fargo and rural North Dakota, received the “Innovative Business User of Technology” award for its use of cutting-edge technology to provide services in today’s competitive markets. The company was commended for its use of remote order service (ROS) to help restaurants enhance speed of service, order accuracy and customer satisfaction by streamlining drive-thru operations. Verety’s unique work-at-home projects have taken advantage of North Dakota’s extensive broadband capability and rural workforce to provide unique customer service solutions.
· Kevin Leier, Tao Interactive, Bismarck, received the “Entrepreneur” award for his demonstration of outstanding entrepreneurial success in the development of a North Dakota technology-based commercial business. Leier is the president and CEO of Tao Interactive, which he founded to provide solution partners with web-enabled software. This software allows its partners to expand offerings to include full-featured web services for their clients.  By using this software, small companies are able to create sophisticated websites at a fraction of the cost. This tool opens doors for small companies to aggressively compete in new markets.

ITCND is the leading IT advocacy organization in the state. It was founded by North Dakota business, government and education leaders to encourage the use, growth and development of information technology in North Dakota.
For more information, visit www.itcnd.org. 
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